
Special Forces: Day Nineteen 
Basic Training: Unit Three 
Training Preparation 
Prerequisites  
Since my retirement from the military I’ve been employed by technical businesses in their 
training departments. It was a natural extension of my military career but now I get to carry a 
business card that says I am a ‘Training Engineer’. I think I have either been involved in being 
trained or training others for most of my adult life. Having said that, I am reminded that there 
always seemed to be a list of prerequisites for attending most types of training. Certain test 
scores had to have been achieved, skills had to have been mastered, specific schools attended or 
career levels attained. In retrospect, it was a very sensible and efficient way to produce qualified 
soldiers with the minimum expenditure of training dollars. Is there anything familiar to you here? 
From what I have read in the Bible, God doesn’t seem to use the same system. I, for one, am 
certainly glad that he doesn’t. 
Key Verse: 
 
“…the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart…” 1Samuel 13:14 (NIV) 
There was time in the history of Israel when the nation’s people decided they wanted a king 
rather than the prevailing system of judges and prophets. The prophet Samuel told God about 
their desire for a king. God told Samuel to tell folks it could get real ugly, with a massive 
military draft, huge federal employment system and lost of taxes. When they wanted a king 
anyway, God had Samuel anoint a fellow named Saul, who seemed to have a set of good 
credentials and had demonstrated the prerequisite leadership skills.  
To make a long story short, Saul was anointed king, proved himself in battle, and even did pretty 
good in the popular polls. Some time later however, Saul was guilty of insubordination to God 
and it cost him his kingdom. God wanted a ‘man after his own heart’. A shepherd boy named 
David, who didn’t seem to meet any kingly prerequisites, turned out to be God’s man – ‘a man 
after his own heart’. I remember once having a mental picture of a comical looking fellow with a 
lopsided crown chasing after a cartoon heart with God’s name on it because he wanted to make it 
his own.  
Moving along through history, there was another fellow named Saul who was on the road to a 
town called Damascus with the express intention taking prisoner anyone who happened to be a 
follower of Christ. This Saul was the very last person one would think God would choose to start 
a bunch of churches! Well, God chose him for that very purpose, changed his name to Paul, 
changed his heart, and turned him into the most dynamic missionary to ever walk upon planet 
earth! You can read about his conversion in Acts, Chapter 9. 

So What!  
These are great stories, but what about here and now, in the 21st century? I will let something the 
apostle Peter wrote to Christians everywhere during his day that still applies to us. 



“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light.” 1 Peter 2:9 (NIV) 
I know for a fact that I certainly didn’t qualify for that one! And if never committing a sinful act 
or having a sinful thought were prerequisites for keeping the job, I would have been fired a long 
time ago! God knows me through and through. Still he wanted a royal nation and holy 
priesthood. So he did what we humans could never do. He sent his very own Son to take care of 
the prerequisites. 
All I can say is WOW! All I can do is let Him have control of my life and try to walk worthy of 
this high calling. 


